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Intro
The Accelerated Bridge Construction (ABC) Project Exchange is a nationwide repository of projects that have
incorporated Prefabricated Bridge Elements and Systems (PBES) with other innovative strategies to accomplish
the objects of ABC. The purpose of the site is to share detailed project information and experiences among
bridge practitioners located throughout the United States and abroad.
Development and management of this site is through a collaborative effort between the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).
The posted information is made available to anyone who has registered and requested site access.
This User’s Guide provides detailed information and instructions in the following areas:
•
Site structure & navigation
•
How to register & request site access
•
Using the ABC Project Exchange
•
Support

Disclaimer
The State Departments of Transportation (State DOT’s) who submitted their information to help develop this site
have approved the material contained in the ABC Project Exchange for posting and distribution. All attempts are
made to assure the accuracy of the content posted; however, the FHWA, AASHTO, State DOT’s and any person
or organization that has assisted in collecting and compiling the posted information are not responsible for the
accuracy of the material, or the manner in which it is interpreted or used.
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Site Structure and Navigation
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Site Structure and Navigation
The information in the ABC Project Exchange is housed on the Innovation Exchange - which is a shared
platform for discipline specific groups to exchange information as a means to advance innovations into the
transportation industry.
The Innovation Exchange is a closed community that resides on the FHWA’s External Collaboration Portal which is hosted on the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Research and Innovation Technology Administration
site (DOT’s RITA site).
The following demonstrates the hierarchy of the site structure…
DOT’s RITA site

FHWA’s External
Collaboration Portal

Innovation Exchange
ABC Project Exchange

Note:

You will be required to Sign In when:
•

requesting site access to the Innovation Exchange

•

accessing the ABC Project Exchange from the FHWA External Collaboration Portal

After successfully signing in, you will be sent to the DOT’s RITA site. As shown above…
•

Select the “Federal Highways Sites” tab to return to the FHWA External Collaboration
Portal.

•

Scroll down the page and select the ABC Project Exchange link to go directly to the
ABC Project Exchange welcome page.

Banner headings similar to what is shown above are captioned in yellow throughout this User’s Guide as
a navigational aid.
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How to Register and request Site Access
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Privacy Policy
Your contact information will be required for site access to the ABC Project Exchange. Apart from your first and
last name, no other contact material will be posted on the ABC portion of the Innovation Exchange. Sharing of
contact information that is not approved for posting on the ABC Project Exchange is considered illegal. For more
information related to the privacy policy for the ABC Project Exchange go to the following link:
https://www.transportationresearch.gov/dot/fhwa/SitePages/ContactUs.aspx.

Registration & Site Access
Access to the National ABC Project Exchange is a sequential, two-step process. An overview
of the process is shown below:
Step 1: Register an account on the FHWA’s External Collaboration Portal
[Registration approval occurs within 24 hours]

Step 2: Request Access to the Innovation Exchange – which is a closed
Community on the FHWA’s External Collaboration Portal that
houses the ABC Project Exchange
[Site Access approval occurs within 24 hours]
Note: Registration approval in Step 1 must be received prior to proceeding to Step 2.

Step 1: Registration
•

Go to the FHWA’s External Collaboration Portal Registration link:
https://www.transportationresearch.gov/dot/fhwa/SitePages/register.aspx

•

Enter the information requested as shown below.

•

For security purposes, two emails will be provided within 24 business hours. They will include a
UserID and Temporary Password required for Step 2.

•

Proceed to Step 2. Site Access (next page)
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Step 2: Site Access
•

After a UserID and password is provided from Step. 1, go to the FHWA’s External Collaboration site:
https://www.transportationresearch.gov/dot/fhwa/default.aspx

•

As shown below, select the “Sign In” icon located in the upper right hand corner of the screen…

•
•
•

•
•
•

and the Login Screen as shown below will appear.

•

Enter the Information Requested using the UserID and Password provided in Step 1.

•

Select the “Submit” icon.

•

As shown below, you will be sent to the DOT’s RITA site.

Note: your user name shown to the right of the screen indicates that you are Signed In
•

Select the “Federal Highways Sites” tab as shown….
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•

to be sent back to the FHWA’s External Collaboration Portal as shown below.

•

Scroll down the page to the “Closed Communities” heading and

•

Request Site Access to the Closed Communities by selecting the “click here” link as shown.

Scroll
Down

•

Select “Innovation Exchange” from the pull down menu as shown below…

•

In the “Note” box type the following: “Request access to the ABC Project Exchange”

•

Select the “Save” icon.

•

A second email confirming Access to the Innovation Exchange, which houses the
ABC Project Exchange will be provided within 24 business hours.
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Registration and Site Access is now complete.
Once an email confirming you have access to the
Innovation Exchange is received, you will be
allowed to access to the National ABC Project
Exchange.
A partial view of the ABC Project Exchange welcome page is shown below…
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Using the ABC Project Exchange
• Contents and Organization
• Sign In and Navigation
• Search for project information
• Download and View documents
and photos
• The Project Summary Report
• Support
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Contents and Organization
The ABC Project Exchange contains detailed project information organized by state directory. Within each state
directory are project folders that include a Project Summary Report (in a MS Word document) and information
organized in the following subdirectories:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Photos
Contract Plans
Specifications
Bid Tabs
Construction Schedule
Other related information
Project Summary Report

Note: If a subdirectory is not shown, the information is not available.
To access this information, you must be Registered and have Site Access to the Innovation Exchange.

Sign In and Navigation- after Registration and Site Access
•

Go to the FHWA’s External Collaboration Portal at the following link:
https://www.transportationresearch.gov/dot/fhwa/default.aspx

•

Select the “Sign In” tab as shown below.

•

The following Login window will appear.

•

Enter your UserID and Password and click the “Submit” icon.
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•

You will be sent to the DOT’s RITA site as shown below.
Note: Your user name is shown in the upper right indicating that you are Signed In

•

Select the “Federal Highways Sites” tab as shown.

•

Which will bring you back to the FHWA’s External Collaboration Portal as shown below.

•

Scroll Down to the “Closed Communities” heading and select the ABC Project Exchange tab as shown…

Scroll
Down
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•

To arrive at the ABC Project Exchange Welcome page

A partial view of the ABC Project Exchange welcome page is shown below…
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Search for project information
There are two options to search for project information in the ABC Project Exchange. An overview, and step-by-step
instructions is provided below:
Option 1: Uses a Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet to give you the ability to search
for specific technologies using key words from pull down menus (direct method).

Option 2: By State directory – which requires you to navigate through individual project folders
and subdirectories (indirect method).

Option 1: Search using the Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet
•

On the ABC Project Exchange welcome page, select the MS Excel Spreadsheet link (picture
not shown)

•

The spreadsheet will open as shown below.

•

Search for specific technology using the key words in the pull down menus available in the
spreadsheet. A glossary of key terms is on the ABC Project Exchange welcome page.

•

Click the “Link” in the spreadsheet to go directly to the project folder.

(note): You must be Signed In to activate the spreadsheet hyperlinks.

Below is a screenshot of the spreadsheet filtered for “Modular Decked Beams”….
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Selecting the “Link” in the spreadsheet will take you to the project folder that contains the available
detailed information. An example is shown below…

Option 2: Searching by State Directory
•

On the ABC Project Exchange welcome page, select the “ABC projects by state” link

Shown below is the State directory. Selecting a State directory will take you to the posted projects
folders. Within each state project folder is the Project Summary Report (MS Word document) and the
subdirectories that contain the available project information. An example is shown below….
State
Directory

Project
Folders

Project
Subdirectory

Note: the “folder” icon will
allow you to go back.
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Download and view documents and photos:
All material, including documents and photos, can be viewed and downloaded to your computer.
•

To download documents: From the Library Tool bar shown below, click Open with Explorer, select
the directories, files, or photos needed.

•

Material can be dragged and dropped to your computer.

Below is a screenshot showing the available information that can be downloaded using the Open with
Explorer feature. Select the material needed to drag and drop them to a location on your computer.

•

To View Photos: Go to any Photo directory, select the Open with Explorer feature.
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•

Select the “Large Icon” option in your Windows Explorer as shown below.

•

Photos can also be dragged and dropped to your computer.
Below is a screenshot showing how pictures can be viewed using the Open with Explorer feature…

The Project Summary Report:
In every project folder resides a MS Word document. This document is the Project Summary report that
includes, but is not limited to, the following information:
•
•
•
•
•

Project description
Owner contact information
Stakeholder feedback (Owner, Engineer, Contractor, Public, etc…)
Costs
Links to Additional Information

You are encouraged to review the material in the Project Summary Report, including any hyperlinks to
additional information that is included in the write-up.
`
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Support:
•

To report issues related to the project information posted on the ABC Project Exchange
Please send an email to the following link: ABC Project Exchange - comments

•

To inquire about adding a new project to the ABC Project Exchange
Please send an email to the following link: ABC Project Exchange - new project request

•

For IT support related to site Registration, Access, and Navigation
Please use this form to contact the Site Administrator:
https://www.transportationresearch.gov/dot/fhwa/SitePages/ContactUs.aspx

•

Password Reset
Your Password can be reset at the following link:
https://www.transportationresearch.gov/dot/fhwa/SitePages/RecoverPW.aspx

Note: Please use the same user name or email address that was used to register the account.
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